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The trend with many today is to concentrate less on the Holy Scriptures,
and more on other things in the pulpit and in Bible classes. Listeners are made
to wonder: “Where is the Scripture?” In visits to congregations in recent years, |
have left saddened because preachers or teachers used very little Scripture in
the pulpit or Bible classes. In one instance, the preacher did not read or quote
even one Scripture in his Bible class. How could this be called a “Bible class” at
all?

We also see this problem when preachers do not give the plan of salvation
from the Scriptures when they extend the invitation. Do we assume that every
one knows what to do to be saved? Or, do we think that members no longer
need to be put in remembrance of these important truths? This cannot be the
case, according to Paul (I Timothy 4:6) and Peter (2 Peter 1:13-15; 3:1-2). Do
children and youth, and adults as well, not need to be grounded in the first
principles in this matter? Have some lost confidence in the Gospel to convert
and to convict? Paul certainly had not. He said: “FOR | AM NOT ASHAMED OF
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST: FOR IT IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO
SALVATION TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH; TO THE JEW FIRST, AND
ALSO TO THE GREEK” (Romans 1:16).

Does not God command us to: “PREACH THE WORD” (2 Timothy 4:2a)?
Sadly, book, chapter, and verse preaching is rapidly vanishing from many pulpits
to day! Could it be that some actually think that their words are greater than
God’s Word? This sad situation can only be remedied by returning to a “thus
saith the Lord.” Precious souls need to frequently hear the plan of salvation from
the Scriptures preached, because the Word of God is “ABLE TO SAVE YOUR
SOULS” (James 1:21b). “THE LAW OF THE LORD IS PERFECT,
CONVERTING THE SOUL: THE TESTIMONY OF THE LORD IS SURE,
MAKING WISE THE SIMPLE” (Psalms 19:7).

One who thinks so little of the Bible, and so much of himself, that he will fill
his lessons with human sentiments, while leaving his audience starving for the
Truth, ought to humble himself and repent! When men who have a genuine
reverence for God and His Word fill our pulpits and teach our Bible classes, then
church members will be encouraged to: “Fear God, and keep His
commandments” (Ecclesiastes 12:13), but not otherwise. Church leaders ought
to demand this kind of preaching/teaching! In the long ago, God commanded
Jonah: “ARISE, GO UNTO NINEVEH, THAT GREAT CITY, AND PREACH
UNTO IT THE PREACHING THAT I BID THEE” (Jonah 3:2). The preaching that
God has always demanded is the preaching of His word, and not man’s! “IF ANY
MAN SPEAK, LET HIM SPEAK AS THE ORACLES OF GOD” (1 Peter 4:11).



