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The outflowing of living water of which Jesus spoke in John 7 is 

inseparably joined with the descent of the Comforter on Pentecost, and relates to 
the miraculous age of inspiration.  It has no bearing on the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit in Christians today, and to use it as a proof text in that vein is to misuse 
and misapply it. 

“IF ANY MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME UNTO ME AND DRINK, HE 
THAT BELIEVETH ON ME, AS THE SCRIPTURE HATH SAID, OUT OF HIS 
BELLY SHALL FLOW RIVERS OF LIVING WATER.  (BUT THIS SPAKE HE OF 
THE SPRIIT, WHICH THEY THAT BELIEVE ON HIM SHOULD RECEIVE: FOR 
THE HOLY GHOST WAS NOT YET given; BECAUSE JESUS WAS NOT YET 
GLORIFIED. (John 7:37-39). 

Verse 39 is the inspired commentary on Jesus words in verses 37-38. 
“THIS SPAKE HE OF THE SPIRIT” indicated that the living water was connected 
to the Holy Spirit and “THE HOLY GHOST WAS NOT YET GIVEN” indicated that 
the living water would begin its flow commensurate with the descent of the Holy 
Spirit.  That points to the coming of the Comforter on the day of Pentecost and to 
inspiration in the apostles.  They were the recipients of the Comforter as 
indicated by Jesus words in his final discourse to them. 

“I WILL PRAY THE FATHER AND HE SHALL GIVE YOU ANOTHER 
COMFORTER, THAT HE MAY ABIDE WITH YOU FOREVER; EVEN THE 
SPIRIT OF TRUTH; WHOM THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE, BECAUSE IT 
SEETH HIM NOT, NEITHER KNOWETH HOM, BUT HE KNOW HIM; FOR HE 
DEWLLETH WITH YOU, AND SHALL BE IN YOU.” (John 14:16-17) 

“BUT WHEN THE COMFORTER IS COME, WHOM I WILL SEND UNTO 
YOU FROM THE FATHER, EVEN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WHICH 
PROCEEDETH FROM THE FATHER, HE SHALL TESTIFY OF ME AND YE 
ALSO SHALL BEAR WITNESS, BECAUSE YE HAVE BEEN WITH ME FROM 
THE BEGINNING. (John 15:26-21).” 

The “SPIRIT, WHICH THEY THAT BELIEVE ON HIM SHOULD 
RECEIVE” of John 7:39 is a reference to the coming of the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles on Pentecost and the “RIVERS OF LIVING WATER” was the truth 
which the Spirit revealed through them by direct Inspiration. (cf. John 16:13-15). 

That John 7:37-39 refers to the miraculous inception of the gospel 
dispensation is further seen in that to which Jesus referred when he said, “AS 
THE SCRIPTURE HATH SAID.”  He referred to Ezekiel’s vision of the healing 
waters which issued from “UNDER THE THRESHOLD OF THE HOUSE 
EASTWARD.” (Ezekiel 47:1).  What Ezekiel saw as a prophetic vision of the 
issuance of the living water of the gospel from Jerusalem to Pentecost.  That’s 
when and where the law went forth from Zion “AND THE WORD OF THE LORD  
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FROM JERUSALEM. (Isaiah2:3)  The waters which issued from the house in 
Ezekiel’s vision symbolized the going forth of the gospel from Jerusalem in the 
preaching of repentance and remission of sins in the name of Christ, (Luke 
24:47).  The 47th chapter of Ezekiel is prophetic of the living water of the gospel 
overspreading the earth for the healing of the nations and connects with the river 
of life of the New Jerusalem of Revelation 22:1. 
 The connection between the rivers of living water in Old Testament 
prophecy and Jesus’ statement in John is further seen in Zechariah’s prophetic 
utterance. 
 “AND IT SHALL BE IN THAT DAY, THAT LIVING WATERS SHALL TO 
OUT FROM JERUSALEM; HALF OF THEM TOWARD THE FORMER SEA, 
AND HALFOF THEM TOWARD THE HINDER SEA: IN SUMMER AND WINTER 
SHALL IT BE, AND THE LORD SHALL BE KING OVER ALL THE EARTH: IN 
THAT DAY SHALL THERE BE ONE LORD, AND HIS NAME ONE.” (Zechariah 
12:8:9 ).” 
 The living waters issuing into a great river from the threshold of Ezekiel’s 
vision are the same living waters which Zechariah said would go froth from 
Jerusalem and both connect with the miraculous beginning of the gospel 
dispensation when the apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  
That’s the import of Jesus’ statement in John 7 and his final words to the 
apostles in Luke 24:45-47 and all were fulfilled on Pentecost in Acts 2.  John 
7:39 does not teach the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in Christians today, direct or 
otherwise.  The waters of Ezekiel’s vision began their flow, Zechariah’s living 
waters went “OUT FROM JERUSALEM” and the living waters went “OUT FROM 
JERUSALEM” and the living water of the gospel flowed from inspired men as 
Jesus had promised.  


