PRIDE — NOTHING TO BE PROUD OF
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“THE FEAR OF JEHOVAH IS TO HATE EVIL: PRIDE AND
ARROGANCY. .. DO | HATE” (Proverbs 8:13). The Bible deals with few sins
more explicitly than with pride. Scripture is piled upon Scripture to show God’s
abhorrence of it. Likewise, Scripture steadily urges upon us the lovely offsetting
virtues of meekness, lowliness, and humility. Pride, like its evil cousins of envy
and hatred, is detestable when observed in others, but sometimes hard even to
detect in oneself. It is born of naked selfishness and ever lurks just beneath the
surface in every heart, ready to burst forth unless kept under the tightest security
of Truth and righteousness.

Pride was the basis of the problems concerning the use of spiritual gifts in
Corinth. Some brethren there thought they were “Super Christians” because
they could speak in tongues and others could “only” prophesy (1 Corinthians
14:1-5). The great love chapter fully exposed the evil of such arrogance.
Genuine love does not allow one to “vaunt” himself and be “puffed up” (1
Corinthians 13:4). To “vaunt” oneself means to brag or boast. To be “puffed
up” literally means be inflated with pride and self-praise.

A person who constantly “blows his own horn” by talking about his
accomplishments has a serious pride problem. He is either an unmitigated
egotist or he has such a low view of himself that he must always be convincing
himself of his own worth. We all need to learn: “LET ANOTHER MAN PRAISE
THEE, AND NOT THINE OWN MOUTH A STRANGER, AND NOT THINE OWN
LIPS” (Proverbs 27:2).

Those who are humble do not advertise their own abilities or
accomplishments, though they are great. In the forty years of working with
various congregations as a Gospel preacher, | learned the “hard way” to be wary
of a new comer who begins almost immediately to ask for a class to teach and to
boast of his or her abilities. Only an exceptional level of pride will cause a person
to insist upon a teaching/leadership role when one has not been asked or
permitted to fill such by the elders or men. The same is true of those who
“‘campaign” and “politick” among the membership in their ambition to be an elder
or deacon. Pride is bad enough in any Christian, but when an elder or a
preacher succumbs to it, tragic consequences will almost certainly come upon
the congregation. One of the qualifications for elders apparently aims at
preventing the appointment of a man who has a pride problem (1 Timothy 3:6)
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Pride is doubtless at the root of the doctrinal defections of many of the
notorious change agents in the church over the past few decades (e.g., Rubel
Shelly, Max Lucado, administrators and professors in various “Christian”
universities, et al.). | dare also suggest that pride is what has prevented the
repentance of a false teacher, brother Dave Miller, whose errors have caused a
deep chasm of division among brethren in recent years. Unable to admit they
have made a grievous mistake in defending and fellowshipping him, pride also
prevents numerous other brethren from repenting of their sin of bidding him
Godspeed (2 John 10-11). We would all do well to remember Solomon’s inspired
advice: “PRIDE GOETH BEFORE DESTRUCTION, AND A HAUGHTY SPIRIT
BEFORE A FALL” (Proverbs 16:18). The first of the seven traits Jehovah finds
abominable is “HAUGHTY EYES” (6:17).

These words are not intended to discourage a humble desire and
willingness to serve when called upon. They are intended to expose the
vainglory that exalts self and seeks to impose its bearer where he is neither
qualified nor invited. Paul well described such pride: “DESIRING TO BE
TEACHERS OF THE LAW, THOUGH THEY UNDERSTAND NEITHER WHAT
THEY SAY, NOR WHEREOF THEY CONFIDENTLY AFFIRM” (1 Timothy 1:7).
Pride---the vain glory of life—is worldly behavior, and by means of it Satan has
caused the fall of multitudes, beginning with mother Eve (Genesis 3:1-5).



