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The psalmist David was surrounded by enemies.  He was chased into 

exile by his father-in-law, King Saul, faced rebellion from his own son, Absalom, 
and was always harassed by the enemies of God.  In many of the psalms, we 
find David praying for deliverance from his enemies.  In one such occurrence, we 
read: 
 

UNTO THEE, O LORD, DO I LIFT UP MY SOUL. 0 MY GOD, I TRUST IN 
THEE: LET ME NOT BE ASHAMED, LET NOT MINE ENEMIES 
TRIUMPH OVER ME.  YEA, LET NONE THAT WAIT ON THEE BE 
ASHAMED: LET THEM BE ASHAMED WHICH TRANSGRESS 
WITHOUT CAUSE (Psalms 25:1-3). 
 
Though David prayed often that his enemies not triumph over him in a 

physical sense, knowing that such a triumph would bring shame and disgrace to 
David, it seems that an even sadder principle is here proclaimed.  Sorrowfully, in 
regards to faithfulness to God, those who should be ashamed are not, while 
those who need not be ashamed (due to their obedience to God) are.  David 
proclaims his trust in God and prays that no temptation will cause him to be 
ashamed of his faithful service to God.  If an individual becomes ashamed of 
doing the Will of God, apostasy from the Truth will follow. The enemies of God 
will stop at nothing to assault the faithful child of God and seek to make him 
ashamed.  Harsh statements like, “you are unloving, unkind, and without 
compassion,” and “you think you’re the only ones going to Heaven” are attempts 
to make the Christian ashamed.  If such an attack is successful, it is indeed a 
triumph over one’s faith. 

The Bible teaches that the faithful child of God, one who “WAITS” on the 
Lord (25:3), has nothing of which to be ashamed.  The apostle Paul states, “FOR 
I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, FOR IT IS THE POWER 
OF GOD TO SALVATION FOR EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES (Romans 1:16). 
Jesus proclaimed: “WHOSOEVER THERE FORE SHALL BE ASHAMED OF ME 
AND OF MY WORDS IN THIS ADULTEROUS AND SINFUL GENERATION; OF 
HIM ALSO SHALL THE SON OF MAN BE ASHAMED, WHEN HE COMETH IN 
THE GLORY OF HIS FATHER WITH THE HOLY ANGELS” (Mark 8:38).  If we 
desire to be with Christ in eternity, we cannot allow anything today to make us 
ashamed of being wholly obedient to His Word. 

On the other hand, those who should be ashamed are those who are not 
obedient to God.  The psalmist states that disobedience to God is “WITHOUT 
CAUSE,” because there is no rational cause for transgressing God’s Laws.  God 
is “GOOD AND UPRIGHT” (Psalms 25:8), just (25:9), merciful and forgiving 
(25:7, 10). Any one who will not or who has not obeyed God should be ashamed. 
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Shame can lead one to repentance. The inspired Paul writes: 
 
“IF ANY MAN OBEY NOT OUR WORD BY THIS EPISTLE, NOTE THAT 

MAN, AND HAVE NO COMPANY WITH HIM, THAT HE MAY BE ASHAMED.  
YET COUNT HIM NOT AS AN ENEMY, BUT ADMONISH HIM AS A BROTHER 
(2 Thessalonians 3:14 emph. BG). 

Paul also states by inspiration: “GODLY SORROW WORKETH 
REPENTANCE TO SALVATION NOT TO BE REPENTED OF: BUT THE 
SORROW OF THE WORLD WORKETH DEATH” (2 Corinthians 7:10). 

Let us remember the words of the inspired psalmist, “O MY GOD, I 
TRUST IN THEE: LET ME NOT BE ASHAMED, LET NOT MINE ENEMIES 
TRIUMPH OVER ME.”  Let us never be ashamed of the Truth of God’s Word, 
and let us never be made to feel ashamed because we submit to it.  Let us trust 
in the Lord and seek Him often in prayer that we do not succumb to the attacks of 
those who desire to “TRIUMPH OVER” our faith.  Let us, with patience and love, 
seek to help those who are lost and those who have erred from the faith to 
understand that it is not shameful to preach and practice only that which God 
authorizes.  The shame is to have a life time of opportunity to be faithful to God, 
but to choose to reject His loving call to “COME UNTO ME” (Matthew 11:28; 
Revelation 22:17). 


