
LOOKING UNTO JESUS 
Danny Douglas 

Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee 

 
Paul warns against self-commendation.  He states that those who are 

caught up in this practice are those who measure themselves by themselves, 
and who compare themselves among themselves: 

“FOR WE DARE NOT MAKE OURSELVES OF THE NUMBER, OR 
COMPARE OURSELVES WITH SOME THAT COMMEND THEMSELVES 
BY THEMSELVES…AND COMPARING THEMSELVES AMONG 
THEMSELVES, ARE NOT WISE” (2 Corinthians 10:12). 
[David Lipscomb commented as follows on the foregoing context:] Men 
who commend themselves, having nothing but themselves with which to 
measure themselves, can only end by boasting immeasurably….  They 
who so measure themselves are foolish.  Wisdom tests all things by the 
will of God.  The only wise way is to lose confidence in self, mid earnestly 
seek the standard God has given. 
True wisdom is to walk humbly by the “rule” (standard) of God – His Word. 

We are all to “WALK BY THE SAME RULE” (Philippians 3:16), and not simply 
to be concerned with being any better than others, or no worse than others.  The 
Son of God is the One to Whom we are to look for guidance, strength, and 
salvation. 

“WHEREFORE SEEING WE ALSO ARE COMPASSED ABOUT WITH 
SO GREAT A CLOUD OF WITNESSES, LET US LAY ASIDE EVERY 
WEIGHT, AND THE SIN WHICH DOTH SO EASILY BESET US, AND 
LET US RUN WITH PATIENCE THE RACE THAT IS SET BEFORE US, 
LOOKING UNTO JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH; 
WHO FOR THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE 
CROSS, DESPISING THE SHAME, AND IS SET DOWN AT THE RIGHT 
HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD.” (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 We are not to measure ourselves according to people’s standards, not 

even those of members of the church.  Our goal should be to do that which is 
right in the Lord’s eyes and not men’s.  To compare ourselves with others is a 
trap, and Satan will destroy us in it.  Rather, let us resist him and submit to God 
(James 4:7-8).  By so doing, we will be like Jesus and strive to; “DO ALWAYS 
THOSE THINGS THAT PLEASE HIM,” our heavenly Father (John 8:29b). 

We are to obey the Word of Jesus Christ, our Example and High Priest 
(Romans 1:16; John 14:15; 1 Peter 2:21; Hebrews 3:1; 4:14). This is the only 
way we can follow him.  The New Testament, the doctrine of Christ, is to be our 
pattern (II John 9; II Timothy 3:13; Matthew 26:28).  Some of the Corinthians 
were in danger of being “corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (cf. II 
Corinthians 11:1-3), in that their in loyalties to Him were being divided.  Let us 
have the “simplicity” in Christ by being devoted to Him. Let Jesus be our standard 
– not men! 


