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Thursday, April 22, 2010, marked the 40 anniversary of “Earth Day.”
Those who celebrate “Earth Day” probably do so in many different ways and for
just as many reasons. God placed man in “DOMINION OVER” His earth and all
that dwells on land, in the air, and in the sea. Though man should take care of
what God has given him to rule and reign over, man should never consider
himself subservient to the creation. Sadly, many in the environmentalist
movement have created a religious devotion to the Earth. God explicitly
condemns those who “WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE MORE
THAN THE CREATOR” (Romans 1:25).

Those who believe that the Earth needs man to save it disclose a lack of
faith in God and His Son, Jesus,

“...FOR BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, THAT ARE IN
HEAVEN, AND THAT ARE IN EARTH, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER
THEY BE THRONES, OR DOMINIONS, OR PRINCIPALITIES, OR POWERS:
ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM, AND FOR HIM: AND HE IS BEFORE
ALL THINGS, AND BY HIM ALL THINGS CONSIST (Colossians 1:16-17). “IN
THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH” (Genesis
1:1) and He created it to last as long as He pleases. In fact, He made the Earth
to last until

“...THE DAY OF THE LORD WILL COME AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT; IN
THE WHICH THE HEAVENS SHALL PASS AWAY WITH A GREAT NOISE,
AND THE ELEMENTS SHALL MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT, THE EARTH
ALSO AND THE WORKS THAT ARE THEREIN SHALL BE BURNED UP” (2
Peter 3:10).

Our emphasis, therefore, should not be on saving that which is going to “MELT
WITH FERVENT HEAT” and be “BURNED UP”; it must be on saving souls who
inhabit the Earth. This is God’s view for man to “save the planet.”

The first thing man must do to save the planet is PLANT the SEED. The
Bible states that “THE SEED IS THE WORD OF GOD” and that seed which falls
“ON THE GOOD GROUND ARE THEY, WHICH IN AN HONEST AND GOOD
HEART, HAVING HEARD THE WORD, KEEP IT, AND BRING FORTH FRUIT
WITH PATIENCE” (Luke 8:11, 15).

Second, in order to save the planet, we must use only ONE BOOK - The
Bible. How many trees could be saved every day if the printing of creed books
and confessions of faith ceased? Jesus said that we will be judged by His Word
(John 12:48), and the apostle Paul proclaims “THOUGH WE, OR AN ANGEL
FROM HEAVEN, PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL UNTO YOU THAN THAT
WHICH WE HAVE PREACHED UNTO YOU LET HIM BE ACCURSED”
(Galatians 1:8).
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Third, we need to PROTECT our FOUNTAIN, “| AM ALPHA AND
OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END. | WILL GIVE UNTO HIM THAT L
ATHIRST OF THE FOUNTAIN OF THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY” (Revelation
21:6). That fountain was opened when Jesus died on the cross (John 19:34). In
order to keep the fountain clean, we must follow the Words of Christ: “| AM THE
WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE: NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER,
BUT BY ME” (John 14:6). Adding to or taking away from God’s Word is like
adding pollutants to the fountain (Revelation 22:18-19). Many pollutants, like
the doctrines of "faith only,” “grace only,” and others, have been used to
contaminate God'’s plan to save. Man can only enjoy the blessings of the
fountain of life through obedience to the Gospel which culminates in water
baptism, where one has his past sins “WASHED AWAY” (Acts 22:16). Any
addition or subtraction to God’s plan is a pollutant, and a polluted stream cannot
save.

Fourth, we must CONSERVE WATER. God says that water baptism
“DOTH ALSO NOW SAVE US” (I Peter 3:21) and that baptism requires “MUCH
WATER” (John 3:23). The Greek word translated, baptize, means “to immerse,
submerge; to make overwhelmed (i.e., fully wet)” (Strongs). Therefore, sprinkling
and/or pouring is not baptism and if it is not baptism, it is a waste of water. Also,
one must hear and believe (Romans 10:17), repent of sins (Luke 13:3), and
confess the name of Christ (Romans 10:9-10), before being qualified for
immersion. Since babies are unable to fulfill these prerequisites, any attempt to
“baptize” a child is a waste of water. The only way we can conserve water is to
simply and humbly obey God’s Will.

Fifth, we can save the planet by AVOIDING HOT AIR. The apostle Paul
warned Timothy to

“...SHUN PROFANE AND VAIN BABBLINGS: FOR THEY WILL

INCREASE UNTO MORE UNGODLINESS. AND THEIR WORD WILL

EAT AS DOTH A CANKER OF WHOM IS HYMENAEUS AND PHILETUS;

WHO CONCERNING THE TRUTH HAVE ERRED, SAYING THAT THE

RESURRECTION IS PAST ALREADY; AND OVERTHROW THE FAITH

OF SOME” (2 Timothy 2:16)

Last, we can save the planet if we practice the Lord’s “RECYCLING PRO
GRAM.” Jesus says,

“GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE

HOLY GHOST: TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS

WHATSOEVER | HAVE COMMANDED YOU: AND, LO, L AM WITH YOU

ALWAY, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD” (Matthew 28:19-20).
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It is God’s desire that men teach the Truth to others and then have those who
have been taught go out and teach others, and so on. Notice Paul’s admonition
to Timothy: “THE THINGS THAT THOU HAST HEARD OF ME AMONG MANY
WITNESSES, THE SAME COMMIT THOU TO FAITHFUL MEN, WHO SHALL
BE ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS ALSO” (2 Timothy 2:2). This is God’s plan for
producing, and reproducing, Christians. By following God’s Word and only doing
such things as He has authorized we can fulfill our responsibility to God to help
“SAVE THE PLANET .



